National Canners Association 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


lembership Letter Wo. 93. December 18, 1924 


Speaking of Can Openers. 
New Service Requested, 
Government Cells Pea Root Rot Conference in Washington. 
Bulletin for Corn Canners. 

New Process for Cleaning Small Fruit. 

Official Ruling affecting Bean Canners. 

"Another Serious Charge Against Canned Foods Refuted." 


Speaking of Can Openers. 


"The all too useful little can opener ceme in for a severe reprimard at the 
liew Jersey Congress of liother and Perert-Terchor Associations at Atlantic City the 
other daye The cirector of home economics of the University of Wisconsin lays the 
decline of cooks and the breakeup of the old-fashioned home to the dexterity with 
Which this small weapon may be wicleod. ifiss derlett in her speech declared that 
the economy of' canned goods wes used as an excuse for escaping the lubor of prepare 
ing end cooking fresh produce, But isn't thet economy « roason rather than an ex- 
cuse? After ell, cconomic pressuro wields a powerful influence in the conduct of af- 
feirs, domestic and otherwise, 


"The most noteworthy tiing about tne rise of the cen opener is that it is 
more economical to buy vegetebles and fruits after they sre canned then before, The 
ordinary householder, the s.anll eating places, the chain restaurants, oven many of 
the more expensive cafés, fird that the price of peas in the pod is much greater 
than in the cen. Not only is there less for the money, but there are also tho time 
end labor of shelling pens and the greeter amount of heet required for cooking them 


fresh from the garden or the merket,. The same condition holds with othcr vegutables 
ond fruits. 


"Time wes when cenned goo’s wero more expensive than fresh; when, in fact, 
it wos the surplus that was canned = what the housewife couldn't use in the propor 
Beason. Now it would seem that only what the canning factory has left over finds 
its way to the tables of those who can nai'ford tc buy it. ven home canning has had 
to give way to the chenper methods of tho factory. There is no competing with bulk 
production." = Editorial, New York "iifRALD-TRIPUNE". 


New Service Reauested. 


Because of the short pack this year of a number of products, many canners 


find it necessary to make pro-rata deliveries under the terms of their sales con- 
tracts, 


In the adjust:ent of these deliveries tiie wholesale grocers heve asked the 
fational Canners Association to appoint a committce to review the facts upon which 


individual cenners have based their deliveries and to issue an appropriate certifi- 
cate of delivery. 
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President Clark, after consideration of this roquest, has concluded that 
this review can bo handled in an appropricte and satisfactory manner by the standing 
djustment Committee of the Netional Cannurs Associntion. The porsonnel] of the Com- 
nittce is ns follows: Chairman, Norman J. Griffith, Stittville Conning Co., Utica, 

New York; WW. . Wilder, Clyde Kraut Co., Clyde, Ohio; and C. J. laitchell, Dickin- 

son Co., Ill. 


The procedure contemplates that the Adjustment Committee will issuc the 
eertificeto of delivory only upon the submission by the individual cannor of a sate 
isfactory statement of the facts upon which he has based his pro-rata delivory. 
forms will be provided upon which canners may furnish the requisite information. 


Government Calls Pea Root Rot Conference in Washington. 


Following recommendations from the Bureau of Raw Products Research, the 
Burenu of Plant Industry announces that a conference on root rot disexses of peas 
1) be held in “Iashington et 9:50 Friday morning, January 2, in the conference room 
of the Bieber Building, 1358 B Street, Southwest. 


The primary purpose of tho conference is to bring together the plant dis- 
ease specialists of the different poa growing stetes in order that all may heave the 
benefit of the most recent knowlcdge of the root rot organisms which has been devel- 
oped by the U. S. Dopertmont of Agriculture pathologists. It is hoped that the con- 
ference will result in the promotion of a more intensive study of the practical im- 
portance of controlling root rot, especially in those pen canning states in which 
neither the Agricultural Experiment St«tions nor the canners have hed full informa- 
tion in regerd to the present status of the problen,. 


It is hoped that there may be a ropresentrtive eattendence of intcrested 
canncrs at this meoting. Additional details will be supplied to those interested on 
remest to the Raw Products Bureau of the National Canners Association. 


Bulletin for Corn Canners. 


Pulletin 377 of the Ohio sxperiment Station entitled “Manuros and Fertilis- 
ers for Truck Crops" has recently boon received by the Raw Products Bureau. This 
bulletin contains a detailed report of fertilizer oxperiments on sweet corn in south- 
ern Uhio and should be of intorest to middle west corn cannors. 


New Process for Cleaning Smell Fruit. 


A patent has just been granted to Mr. C. Ii, Stophenson of the U. S. Bureau 
of Chemistry, for a process for removing insects and other foreign materiel from 
berries preparatory to cenning them. 


This patent is assigned to citizens of the United States and is, therefore, 
Open to the use of any canner in this country without charge. 


The number of the patent is 1,515,908, dated November 18, 1924, and copies 
may be secured from the U. S. Patent Office at ten cents per copy. 


Official Ruling Affecting Bean Canners. 


The following correspondence on the subject of proper labeling of various 
types of canned beans would be of interest and is self-explanatory: 
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United States Bureau of Chemistry, November 20, 1924 
Washington, 


Gentlemen: 


Regarding our conversation with you concerning pinto beans, we 
beg to say that we have received the following enquiry from one of our 
correspondents: 


"As you are aware, the Bureau of Chemistry is permitting 
the labeling of California Pink Beans, California Red Beans, or 
Imported Kotonashis as ‘Red Beans", and we believe same porfect- 
ly proper. 

"On account of the high price of Pinks, it is almost impos- 
sible to keep the #2 tin in what is known as the 10¢ class. We 
have been experimenting with Colorado Pintos. When canned they 
are the same color as the California Pink, possibly a little bit 
lighter, nearer, we think, to the New York Red Kidney. The fla- 
vor is splendid, much better than the California Pink or Red. 

"Wie would like to ask if it would be permissible to label the 
these “Red Beans', If you will look this up and advise us, we 
will appreciate it." 


Wo would appreciate your information regarding this matter. 


NATIONAL CANNERS ASSOCIATION. 


Mr. Frank £. Gorrell, Decomber 9, 1924 
Secretary, 

National Canners Association, 

Washington, 


Dear Sir: 


I have your lettor of November 20 quoting an extract from a com- 
munication concerning the labeling of Colorado pinto beans as "Red Beans". 
Your correspondent points out that the Colorado pintos are a trifle lighter 
in color perhaps than the California pink which may properly be labeled as 
"Red Beans", and in his estimation the flavor is better than the California 
pink bean. 


As you know, the question of quality is not one which can bo re- 
garded as governing in the labeling of food products, The identity of the 
article is the controlling factor. According to the best information we 
can obtain, Colorado pinto beans are different in identity from any bean 
known as red beans, and they could, therefore, not properly be designated 
as red beans. There would, of course, be no objection to the labeling of 
these beans as "Pinto Beans" or "Red Pinto Beans". 


(signed) P. B. DUNBAR, Acting Chief, 
Bureau of Chemistry. 
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"jnothor Serious Chiurge Against Canned Foods Rofutod." 


An castorn nowspapor publisiied an article a few deys ago undor tho heading 
Girl 10, Doad; Canned Fruit Suspected", and the first parrcgraph of tho articlo 
stated that tho girl's donth was due to somo cannod fruit. 


An imnodinte investigstion of this case wes begun by the Association and 
iftor consulting tho attending physicians, locsl hoalth officer and the recorder of 
rital statistics, it was conclusively shown that the child's docth was due to infan- 
ile paralysis and thit she had not caten any canned foods immediately before her 
Milness, nor did any of the perties interviowed attribute tho illness to any food, 


We have not yct beon able to traco the sourco of this unjustified nowspa- 
bor story, but the mattor is boing taken up with tho editor for the purpose of se- 
uring a prompt and plain statomont of the facts in the caso, 
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